


So much Queer history gets told
as a story of escape: leaving the
small town, finding the city,
becoming yourself.

But what about the people who
stayed?

The people who came back?

The people who built Queer lives
right here?



It just finally goes away and
youre lire ... | can just breathe
now.”

Randy, describing the relief
of finally getting through teenage
yvears and reaching the other side.



It just overwhelmed me, that
rind of lifestyle, culture, and
cuisine. | felt lire a little country
bumpRin.’

Charlotte, talking about feeling
INtimidated in Queer urban social
settings.
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"The internet was probably
my saviout.’

Dot, a sixty-two year old trans
woman Iin rural Nova Scotia, talking
about how she found information
and community.
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‘I don't shy away from being
who | am but | am also not
overt about my being Queer.’

Bonnie, describing Queerness
within the context of friendships
neighbourliness, and everyday life



‘People just rept treating me
lire me. | think that was the
ticret.”

Donna, on the quiet power of
pbeing recognized as herself by
the people around her.
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'It's Important not to paint all
small town places as
homophobic, as the history
booRs do. If you presuppose
that all Queer people come out

In the city, you leave out so
many.’

Kelly Baker, who went looking for
the stories a lot of people missed.



Baker's conclusion is hopeful.

The more visible rural Queer life
becomes, the more people can
find it. The more people can find it,
the more It grows.

We are part of that. You can be too.



