 THE CLASS OF ‘95
CAST (12)

The Entertainer (Jesse Hughes)

The Organizer (Natalie Van Appledoorn)

The Jock (Danny Foster)

The Activist (Lorraine Sinclair – aka Moonbeam Starshine)

The Guy everyone thought was dead (Larry Swanson)

The Prom Queen (Nicole Plum)

The Cool Girls (Jackie Coyne and Sarah Shoemaker)

The Gay Guy (Matthew Davies)

The Stoners (John Junior and Ralph Harvey)

The Girl nobody remembers (Christie Laing)

Stage Manager (?)  

Costumes and Props

TIMELINE
7:00-7:30 Arrivals/Mingling
There is a table set up near the door of Vortex where the organizer is waiting to greet the guests, take their tickets and welcome them to the reunion.  She is bubbly and excited and has everything organized to a tee.  She has each guest fill out a ‘My Name Is” tag with their name and what year they graduated (ex. Class of ’76).  She also tells them their table number and has them write it down on their name tag as well.  She’s excited and her excitement should be spread to the guests.  She motions them into the lounge where they can order drinks and get comfortable as the rest of the guests arrive.  

Characters will begin to arrive sporadically at the same time as the guests and follow the same procedure.  Their arrivals should be quite noticeable, but not too over the top.  Their personalities will stand out, but they will be integrated with the guests throughout this opening section.  They will start conversations with the guests in the line up as well as when they enter the lounge.

This section is unscripted but will allow the characters to mingle with the guests and each other, to re-acquaint with friends they haven’t seen in a while and this will also warm the audience up to the interactive style of the evening ahead.  The characters will have the chance to introduce themselves to the guests, establish who they are and a bit of their background and bio, while asking questions of the guests themselves (What class are you from?  It’s been so long!  Do you remember so and so…?)  During this section the bar will be open to serve the guests.  Characters will be drinking as well but these will be props pre-set without any alcohol in them.  
7:30- (7:45-8:00) Welcome Speech

By this point everyone will have arrived and everyone should have a drink in their hand.  There has been light music playing in the background and this continues as they are herded over to the main performance area.

The organizer, perhaps with a megaphone standing on a chair, will announce to the guests that she would like everyone to make their way to the main room, where there are tables set up (each numbered and with bread on the table), the room is decorated with streamers and balloons and a big reunion welcome sign.  There is a stage area and a dance floor area.  The characters and guests are seated at their tables.  Each table will have at least one character sitting with them throughout the evening and especially throughout the meal. 
Once everyone is seated, the organizer gets up on the stage and with the mic welcomes everyone to this very special reunion.  In her speech she reveals to the audience that this special high school reunion is organized to bring together grads from St. Lucius High from the past thirty years – to commemorate the school as it was recently announced that the school would be torn down.  The school had been slowly sinking into the ground for the past ten years, and they are here to raise money to build a new school.  (This accounts for the fact that we will have people of varying ages present at the reunion. It will be presumed by the characters that the guests already know why they are here, and this speech provides that exposition for the audience.)  The reunion is also being organized and sponsored by the class of 1995, in conjunction with their 15 year reunion, because they did not have a ten year reunion.  The organizer planned one, but nobody came.  So this is the big bash, a party to remember, bringing together students of St. Lucius from over the years.  She welcomes everyone, and sets out the festivities for the evening – meticulously planned – and says there will be lots of entertainment, music, karaoke, dancing, surprises and lots of fun – she is exited and this is her moment to shine.  She also encourages them to sign her yearbook that she will be bringing around and will have set out.  She then introduces the guy that every girl had a crush on and every guy wanted to be – The Jock.  

She hands off the mic to him and he provides the fun intro – welcoming everyone happily, he sees people he recognizes in the crow – says hi to them (perhaps a girl nobody remembers moment) – he gets the party started.  Everyone still loves him – somebody even calls out – “You’re still hot” – or perhaps the prom queen calls out “I want to have your babies.”  He smiles his golden smile, shushes them modestly and perhaps talks a bit about the high school they loved, some of his good memories, a funny memory – and them he intros the entertainment – Jesse, the Vegas lounge lizard.

The Entertainment intros himself to audience – cheesy and slick – he is there to get the party started and he does – plays a music medley of fantastic songs that will get the guests and characters up on their feet dancing.  (Group songs like YMCA, Celebration, Car Wash, Gloria Estefan, etc.)  The goal is to get everyone up and dancing – whether they are on the dance floor or remain at their tables.  Everyone should be up on their feet.  It is the characters job to get them involved in some way.  This should be a high energy moment with as many people involved as possible, lots of laughing and fun.  
8:00-8:30 Buffet Dinner

After the music medley, the characters and guests are seated again at their tables and the buffet dinner is served.  The organizer will get on the mic and guide the tables in order to the food so there is not a big rush and so that it is organized as only she would have it.  When guests are seated and eating, there will be music playing in the background, and the characters will instigate conversation and effectively lead the conversation, including everyone.  Although they will be the centre of attention, the character’s job is to make it seem as relaxed and open as possible so that the audience members feel comfortable enough to participate in the conversation, to ask questions, etc.  There should be gossip spread throughout the night about the other characters, and this is an ideal section for that to start happening.  The characters should reveal things about themselves, and about other characters – but all in the flow of the conversation, it should not feel forced.  They will reminisce about high school, their memories, funny stories, etc.  
Halfway through the meal portion, the activist will get up to the mic and appeal to the group to SAVE THE BOG.  She is there primarily, not to see old friends and commemorate her high school, but to protest the fact that the school is on a natural bog and the land should be protected.  She calls out to the guests to sign the petition she is sending around collecting signatures, and to join her in a sitting-in protest to take place the next day.  She is there for one reason, and can’t really understand why they are celebrating when something so serious is happening.
Around 8:20, characters will start to mingle around the room with other tables and guests – not all at once, but gradually as the meal winds down.  At 8:30, the plates will be cleared from the tables.  This is when the structure of the evening starts to break down a bit and the following events just seem to happen more spontaneously.  The organizer and entertainment try to maintain the organization and schedule, but it slowly slips from their control as personalities and events start to clash, etc.

*There will be a timeline of main events that are set to occur.  While these are happening, this will be the main focus for the characters and the guests, however, they should always be side stories occurring and each character should have other things going on.  

Examples:

The Jock and the Gay guy have a moment together, perhaps over by the bar, where they re-connect after all these years.  This should be a noticeable event so that the guests start to wonder what their past or current relationship is.

The stoners can go off to the bathroom to smoke a joint.  They have invited the guests at their table and perhaps some other guests throughout the mingling – but have told them not to come all at once, but sporadically so that it’s not noticeable (but it will be – people will wonder what’s happening – maybe go to check it out.)

The Prom Queen and Girls start to do shooters together.

The Activist starts her petition.

The organizer is making sure everyone enjoyed their meal and is having fun – she is also trying to get her yearbook signed – perhaps the shooter girls get her involved for a little bit – although at this point she is reluctant.

The Entertainer (he flirts with all the girls) and girlfriend have a bit of a fight in a corner.

The Girl nobody remembers is dancing by herself.

8:30 

The entertainer welcomes them all back after the meal and performs a song, as cheesy song, Cop cabaña or something similar.  People start dancing, are encouraged to get up and dance.  At the end of the song, he calls upon the Prom Queen, who is quite tipsy at this point to present the slide show she has put together.  Before she does though she gets her shooter girls to do the school cheer from their cheerleading days – they are all getting quite drunk and are making fools of themselves.  She then presents the slideshow with music playing in the background.  All the pictures somehow relate back to her.  Funny moments, drunken pictures, embarrassing pictures – bad hair, bad clothes, bad makeup type of pictures – bad yearbook photos, etc.  There should be a moment for Larry in here as well.  Perhaps a moment for the Girl nobody remembers too.  
Entertainer is going to take a break – to flirt with somebody probably, and he gets the dj to play a request – Madonna, Holiday or Into the Groove.  People dancing, character moments.  
When the song comes on this brings back a memory for the jock and he goes to the gay guy and starts talking to him – he tires to persuade the gay guy to do something, but he refuses – it’s a cute moment for them.

Near the end of the song, the Jock gets the dj to cut the song short and he proceeds to tell the guests about a memory he just remembered of his high school days, when the gay guy had put together a group of girls that would perform at lunch time in the cafeteria.  He choreographed everything but never performed with them – he was picked on for this quite badly in school.  The gay guy is extremely embarrassed that the Jock is doing this, but when the Jock gets the crowd cheering his name, he gets up to the dance floor and calls upon the girls and they perform one of their Madonna medley numbers.  The Prom Queen and Cool Girls join him, but the Girl nobody remembers calls out that she remembers it as well, and joins them.  

*Characters are beginning to get quite drunk now and things are starting to unravel as the night goes on.*

Entertainer takes over after dance medley and sings a slow song (Sings it to he organizer secretly who is quite drunk now and is letting loose) – people will be dancing, and desert is brought out to the tables.  

Throughout, more character moments:

Gay Guy and Jock, standing by bar, not talking, but slowly swaying side by side.  

Larry shows up and starts to mingle – people start to find out who he is.  
Prom Queen start to have contractions – entourage to the bathroom – false alarm.

One of the cool girls starts to flirt with Jock – gay guy starts to cry at one of the tables.  The guests comfort him – he says his in love but says it’s hopeless because the person he loves will never be able to return the feelings.  He doesn’t say outright who it is, but by this point the audience should know there is something going on between him and the Jock.
The girls get the organizer to let loose a bit and let her hair down, tie her shirt up a bit, show some skin, and put some makeup on.  

Need stoner moments. 

The Activist goes around trying to raise money for a 50/50 to save the Bog.

Eventually she will get frustrated with the lack of support and ridicule she is getting from the rest of her classmates and will tie herself up to a pole or something in protest.  

Karaoke Moment – The Prom Queen gets the Girl nobody remembers and some audience members to get up and do a song on the karaoke machine.  Fun moment.

The Organizer takes the mic to make an announcement.  “Larry was not dead after all – he’s here!”  Larry comes up and says a few words – a little perturbed, maybe.

The Cool girl (girlfriend to the entertainer) gets up to do a karaoke song next by herself – something dedicated to the man she loves, though he is not anywhere to be found – she sings it anyway.  Wind beneath my winds or something of the like.  Halfway through the song, we see that her boyfriend the entertainer is making out with the organizer.  She breaks the song off – screaming his name.  Silence.  The organizer realizes what has happened, and she screams, crying, runs off.  The gay guy runs after her to comfort her. 
The Cool girl – gets the jock to select a different track dedicated to her EX-Boyfriend.  Sings a song like “I’m a Bitch” or “You Oughta Know” or “I will Survive.”  He tries to apologize throughout the song, but she isn’t going to take it and chases him around the room, standing above him as he cowers on the floor.  

After this spectacle, the Jock regains control of the mic and announces that there has been a song request from the Girl that nobody remembers – the Macarena.  She leads people to the dance floor and gets them to follow her in the actions, ends up leading a conga line around the room, when she gets to the bar area, she will get on top of it and start to strip, much to the pleasure of the stoners, etc who cheer her on.  The organizer and the Jock rush to help her down.

Throughout this, the entertainer and cool girl make-up.

The organizer has regained her composure and is trying to get things back on track.

The Entertainer regains control and announces the 50/50 draw winners – from the activist who is still tied up to the pole.  He them proposes to the cool girl down on bended knee in front of everyone.  They all clap.  

The entertainer announces the last song of the evening (something cheesy and romantic.)  Most characters will be on dance floor dancing with audience members or other characters, etc.  

During the song, the Jock and Gay guy are on opposite sides of the room, the Gay guy is still upset and alone.  The Jock makes his way over and the Gay guy acts like he doesn’t want to talk to him – tries to walk away from him, but the Jock (in a visible place) – grabs his shoulder, turns him around and plants a great big kiss on him.  It is deep and long and the whole place should be able to see it.  The kiss breaks, the Gay guy is in shock, and they realize everyone is staring at them – they are both a bit embarrassed, but there should hopefully be clapping and they kiss again – go to dance floor.  

After song – The entertainer announces that they are going to do a Class of ’95 Picture, and the cast gets up front and it is taken.  This acts as the curtain call.  
END

