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Man who died in Dartmouth fire remembered

for his kindness

Ronald (Ron) Dunphy 'lived a wonderful life and helped so many people,' says

brother Reg Dunphy
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Ron Dunphy died on Friday after a fire destroyed the Dartmouth home he shared with his partner. As Preston

Mulligan reports, Dunphy's brother says he played a pivotal role in the early days of the Pride movement in

Halifax.

A man who died from injuries sustained in a Dartmouth, N.S., house fire is being

remembered for the kindness he showed to children in his career as a social worker.

Ronald (Ron) Dunphy, 83, was a retired social worker in Dartmouth who had worked

with youth in the school system, said his brother, Reg Dunphy.

"He would intervene with the family if there [were] issues that the school couldn't

handle, that needed a more extensive investigation," Dunphy said.

"[During] Christmas, for those children on his caseload who are impoverished, he was

like Santa Claus. He would bring gifts to all the children and [would spend] time
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delivering nice little wrapped up Christmas presents."

Dunphy said he's received many calls from extended family about how helpful his

brother was to them, especially if they had experienced some troubles in life.

His brother was also well known in the gay community in the city, Dunphy added, and

he had been particularly affected in the 1980s, when he lost several friends to the AIDS

epidemic.

Dunphy was also a source of inspiration for other young gay men and for Reg, he said.

Reg Dunphy said that when he came out in his 40s, he was unsure how other family

members would react.

"[Ron] gave me that confidence to express myself," he said.

The fire started around noon AT Friday and spread quickly through the home.

Dunphy said his brother was pulled from the fire by his partner, Francis Anopuechi, who

suffered severe burns on his arms and is now in intensive care.

Reg Dunphy is Ronald (Ron) Dunphy's younger brother. He said his brother 'lived a wonderful life and helped so

many people.' (Preston Mulligan/CBC)
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Dunphy said he was able to spend time with his brother at the hospital before he died.

"I was able to tell him that I loved him and that he had lived a wonderful life and helped

so many people," said Dunphy.
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Francis Anopuechi, Ron Dunphy's partner, suffered severe burns in the fire and is in intensive care, according to

Reg Dunphy. (Submitted by GoFundMe)

Enter your email address

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/navy-ids-sailor-who-died-halifax-harbour-1.7442715
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/tim-houston-georges-bank-fishing-oil-and-gas-development-1.7442324
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/cbrm-campaign-donations-perceived-conflict-of-interest-1.7440949
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/cbrm-campaign-donations-perceived-conflict-of-interest-1.7440949
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/judge-rejects-bid-split-investment-lawsuit-78-cases-1.7442437
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/judge-rejects-bid-split-investment-lawsuit-78-cases-1.7442437
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/few-saw-her-potential-now-she-s-setting-records-on-the-basketball-court-1.7441654
https://cbc.radio-canada.ca/en/vision/governance/journalistic-standards-and-practices
https://www.cbc.ca/news/about-cbc-news-1.1294364
https://www.cbc.ca/news/about-cbc-news-1.1294364
https://www.cbc.ca/news/corrections-clarifications-1.5893564
https://www.cbc.ca/news/email-cbc-contact-phone-tips-news-story-1.6466536
https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://policies.google.com/terms


TRENDING VIDEOS

VIDEO

#TheMoment an Edmonton

cat with six legs got life-

changing surgery

The National

1:19

VIDEO

Search for missing N.S. kids

restarts as questions grow

about investigation

The National

1:57

VIDEO

King Charles, Queen Camilla

visit Canada House on its

100th anniversary

3:11

VIDEO

Mexican navy ship hits

Brooklyn Bridge, killing 2

The National

2:00

VIDEO

Why the

in the e

players’

CBC New

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

'It's just really strange':

Retired dog handler weighs

in on search for missing N.S.

children

Aly Thomson

Canada - Nova Scotia

Man charged after woman

attacked in Second Beach

changing room, police say

Canada - British Columbia

Man charged in deadly 401

crash that killed multiple

children appears in court

Adam Carter

Canada - Toronto

Canada Post is in trouble.

Here are the facts

David Michael Lamb

Canada

Why wa

'aggress

spotted

weigh i

Jennife

Health

?

https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/video/9.6765367
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/video/9.6764499
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/video/9.6766161
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/video/9.6765355
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/video/9.6763876
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/it-s-just-really-strange-retired-dog-handler-weighs-in-on-search-for-missing-n-s-children-1.7538842
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/man-charged-after-woman-attacked-in-second-beach-changing-room-police-say-1.7539359
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/madd-canada-three-children-dead-highway-401-crash-etobicoke-1.7538825
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/canada-post-crisis-facts-1.7539354
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/joe-biden-prostate-cancer-diagnosis-1.7539444

