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AN EDITORIAL
by Brian

Since coming out last summer, I have felt as if a Creat pressure
had been lifted from my shoulders. I am so relieved that at last, I can
share with, and be involved with, people and thinga that for so long I
was too timid and afraid to reveal. However, th> cne thing that has kept
me going and my spirit strong was my Chriszian upbringing. I have never
thought it a paradox that I was gay?and a Chrietian, the two just seemod
©o go hand in hand. We are all God's creations. Vai cince I have joined
Sparrow, I find that we are reluctant to acknowlecdge tha fact that being
Christian and gay is gocod. We only have difficuliy waecn we try to supress
our dual character. We are supressed enough as gays from without, why do
we need to also suprees ourselves from within. Our Christianity is a
strong base, but only if we permit it to be so.

We of Sparrow are a Christian fallowship group, who meet for
prayer and conversation. We haye discussions and try to alliviate =ome
of our misgivings. We may not be able tc solve all of cur, o©r your,
problems, but we are an outlet for vou. We know tha problems of the Gay
community, we know what you are/going through.

I know there are hundreds of gays in ocu» community who were
brought up in a Christian envircnment, but whan they acknowledged the
fact that they were gay, they nut in the baz~kground their Christianity. .
DO NOT DO THIS: Let your Christianity make you a streng ond better person.
By doing so, yocu help not only the one moat important to you, yourself, but
also the gay community, and the rest of the community as a whole. For the
most part we are good citizens, we care about what iz going on around us.

?

As some of you may see, this is our second issvo of the newsletter.
Why, you may ask, has it taken us so long to get another issue out? Well,

I will explain in as short a2 form as possible. As tho editor of this paper,
I have a number of things to do beside geotting items together for the newa-
letter-~what with layout work, typing, and the whole thing, I have more than
I can handle. Beside the newsletter, I also handle the books for Sparrow of
Atlantic Canada, as well as a number of other Zhings scuch as an office
Secretary would do. Finally, I do have my own perncnal life +o lead.

Back in November, we were about to send out an issue and then my
place was set afire by some unknown person(as). The coiaplete layout for
the issue was destroyed as well as moat of the interior of the apartment.

Since our last newsletter, we have held in Halifax, “ha Atlantic
Gay Conference. This conference was a sucess and all who attended gained
much from discussions which took place. The conference was wall planned
and organized. Sparrow sends out congra*ulations to those who put so much
work into it,

Since writing the above, I have resigned as editor and now Brian has
taken over these duties. Please support him by sending in an article, poem,
or any other intaresting item which you feel should be krovsht to the attention
of our community.

The objectives we set for Sparrow this vear are to appl; fer a
sharitable deduction number, so that anyone who donates to the ogroup will
get a deduction off their income tax. Also, we shall try to endeavour to
enlarge our group and get more involved with the community,

by Ewerald Giuvacn



Very recently a friend of mine confided to me some very startling :mfor-
mation about himself. Ile was a homosexual! As I sat, trying to be very non-
chalant while I thought about a reply, I was bombarded by such a wide range
of emotions. Surprise~-Oh my goodness! Sympathy--What a terrible thing to
happen! Can I do something to help? Shame--Does anyone else know?

That was several months ago.

Surprise. Well, I guess I®m still a little surprised. Ashamed of him?
No. Sympathy? Yes, but only because my friend has yet to find a strong
lasting relationship. '

Por someone to stand up and publicly say I'm different, while knowing
that this will only bring ridicule and acorn from the majority of people,
takes a great deal of courage. This person, therefore, deserves only our
admiration, understanging, and respect.

Ch yes, my friend is still MY FRIEND.
By M.A.P.
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The  Underground Chuich.

by (Bev.) Bruce Wallace,

The phrase, 'the underground church', the title of a 1968 theological
paperback by Rev. Malcolm Boyd, captures the reality of the Sparrow in
worship. .

A small ecumenical group with no fragile sense of denominational
awareness, the Sparrow worship God quietly and reverently, open to one
another and the: divire spirit which motivates the self-giving love which we
have ceme,to regard as integral to Christianity.

Yet the organized church--or churches, if you will--denies them
recognition as & worshipping community within its structure, on the basis of
sexuval orientation,

Many pecple within the oxganized church are confused and frightened
about the nsture of homosexuality and its presence in their midst. They do
not understand how it is possible to worship Cod and claim a homosexual
orientation at the same time...and they receive little %o no help from their
own.clexrgy.

As.a Christian clergyman, I have seen countless well-meaning pecple
invoke Eiblical proof-texts ripped out of context to support at least the
castigation of gay Christians—if not cutright suppression and physical harm.,
Ihis hidebound Biblical literalism becomes a club with which to beat the gay
community into swbmission...and eventual extinction. I can no longer stand
idly by and allow this to happen unchallenged.

Much of the present religious confusion 2#d suppression occurs as a
result of mis-informaticn, or no information, about the nature of theology as
a way of looking at the Biblical evidence and the culture with which it
interacts., :Theclogy in this sense-——even the clarification of some of its
terminology--2¢ts as a weapon against the misuse of Biblical proof texts.

A point of deperture.

The ecumenical thrust represented by the spirit of the Second Vatican
Council of the Koman Catholic Church and the conversations toward creating an
organic unity between the United Church of (anada 2nd the Anglican Chuxrch and
its werld-wide temrunions.

March 1963. A slight paperback by an Anglican ar<hbishop, John A, T.
Robinsecn, called HONEST TO GMD, hurtles into the institutional church like a
brick through a stained-glass window.  HONEST TO GCD attempts to bring to the
pecple a vital new understanding of the Christian faith in the light of
contemporary knowledge. In very briefest compass, it draws attention to four
basiciissvues: the understanding of God as ground of all being; the need to
de-mytholegize the Bible; that modern man is essentially religionless; and
that all ethics must be situational.

While it is probable that the latter two of these need much revisien
before continuing to stand as contempcrary stabmentc, the former two--Cod as
ground-of-being and the Biblicel demythologization—-rather tell it like it is.

At the same time, the appearance of the Pierre FHerton paperback THE
COMFORTABLE PEW (January, 1965) sét the agenda for much discussion both within
+nd outside the church. The subtitle of the book was instructives " A Critical
Look at the Church in the New Age.”

These two books alene provided a challenge tc the church. And they are
still ;n print. Even alone, they provide a substantial spoke in the wheel of

onrushing and insensitive Biblical literalism, had nothing else been written
or anything have hippened within society:to which to make response.

+ Of course the late 1960s and early 1970s were shaped in large measure
by the response to the war in Vietnam, a war and an interaction which has been
capably chronicled by others. For our puvrposes, any theology which dismisses
as inconsequential the courage of the dying on both sides of Khe Sahn, the
willfully-conditioned massacre of My Laj 4, the tragedy of Kent State, and the
utier herror of the saturation bombing of Hanoi is a theology of ethereal and
insensitive arrogance-~such as you might finc among Kev, Ken Campbell's
Kenaissance movement., . ‘

If human suffering means anything to you, these events do not encourage

the construction of any cotton-candy theology...

Js.before going further, let's clear up another misconception. Many
clergy, defencive about their pseudo-professional images, encourage the impression

that theclogy as a field of study is rarified, turgid, and all but incomprehensible
te the layman. )

Nensense. y N

Anyone who has.evér feflected on the meaning of life and tried to understand
the nature of God hbs‘done theology. Bul some ways are more produciive than P
others, :

let's consider the basic direction for a moment. If you begin theology by 'Eg
trying to‘gefine\the nature of God, you're starting with metaphysics, and geing

in a Biblical direction, that is, from above to below—and you're automatically
hurtled into the esoteric categories of pre-existence and the like.



©.:% instead from below to above—from earth to ‘heaven'ewor as they
' mathematics, reasoning from the known to the unknown. In other words,
syt with men, :
In is 2 historical entity, But interacting with the culture around him,
maleos his cwn sense of history, which he can now measure scientifically,
v+ Driore man acquired his historical awareness, he was a biological fact, a
“ving erganism which developed from lower life forms,
#2n's conceptions of God are at first very random and polytheistic; anything
Tt do2sn't have an explanation is attributed to God, or gods. Gradually man
cwguarag tho capacity of abstract thought as language develops. :
And this is a basic direction, from below to above. Trying to use human
< #3ca to make sense of this objective reality known as God, and the sub-systegs
of eaderstanding religion which have been built on this basic relationship,
<0 the clergy are telling you not to try to understand theology?
“i¢ they used to say on the Watergate tapes, " Expletive deletedi®

Cay consciousness begins to emerge within the. culture in the late '60s at
ctizihiv the same moment as the women's movement for social egmplity, though no
+tsvuiate theology addresses it, Gay consciousness in 1968 u theologically
o Cvapasscd by an embryonic feminist theclogy and the genera?need to find a new
#zstanding of human sexuality to confer to the stream of religious traditions.
» artliculate attempt is made by then-Roman Catholic theologian Mary Daly in
* CFURCH AND THE SECOND SEX (1968).
Theclogically, both the feminist movement and the gay movement receive
dcpetus from an unexpected source.,..latin America, site of the formulation
- imporiant new theological movement: liberation theology.
3010 Azerica in the late 1960s was awash in a ses of oppressive ‘
MLy fdictatorships, fuelled in part by the American desire to overcome
‘7lucnce of the socialist experiment in Cuba. Liberation theology
"5 owith the reality of an oppressed people and the desire by God for
ctnuY jJustice for 2ll his people, from the structures--political and
woomic (and, we may infer, psychological and ecclesiastical)--which
»unmess them, '
Wolcomed by the feminist movement, liberation theology began to move
in°a the North American context in the early 1970s.
There are several excellent books of liberation theology. Among the
256 useful that I have found, which consciously begins to translate
heraticn theology to a North American setting is Dy an American Catholic
“anci~zlan, Rosemary Reuther, author of LIBERATION THEOLOGY: HUMAN HOPE
HERCNTS AMERICAN POWER (1972).

A

a
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2 thesretical work on a theology of gay consciousness was then available,
‘nnz< was, however, a startling autobiography: THE LORD IS My SHEPHERD AND HE
RiCHS I'M GAY (1973) by Rev. Troy Perry, an American Pentecostal clergyman.

At the same time, there is a temptation to read a gay consciousness into
the prayer books of Rev. Malcolm Boyd, an Episcopal priest who declared himself
/@7 in AM I RUNNING WITK YOU, GOD? (1977)

In the main, gay consciousness theologically drew its strength from the
"4 imdesstandings available from feminist theology: Mary Daly's BEYOND GOD THE
127 (1973); Rosemary Reuther's RELIGION AND SEXISM (1974) and NEW WOMAN, NEW

RANTA ()973).
“he best and most comprehensive treatment of a theological gay consciousness
“v ©ni2 appeared in 1976 in John McNeill's THE CHURCH AND THE HOMOSEXUAL, which
72023 sensitively with the Old Testament sources to suggest that the wrath of
%% w23 incurzed not for homosexuality but for the sin of inhospitality to
“e.agers.  Father McNeill, a Jesuit, could hardly be faulted for intellectual
t.oory but the book was timidly withdrawn from publication and official sanctiop
oy w2 Roman Catholic Church that same year. It has since, however, been
ssucd as a Bantam paperback. .
Two other highly informative theological works appeared in 1976, both from
nglond, WHAT IS THEOLOGY? is a slim but powerful paperback which tells the
enczal public exactly what is involved in the. study of theology from a no-nonsense
empivical standpoint. It assumes no prior knowledge on the part of anyone, but
¢oe¢ ot ‘talk down' to the general reader.
CEATH AND ETERNAL LIFE {s a full and comprehensive study of its subject
‘w “*ar by British theologian John Hick, and quite simply the best treatment of
143 su.lact ever written, Admittedly somewhat heavier, the dynamics of Hick's
investizationg are so carefully constructed that they too can be followed with
nirisam of background.
Ezth Hick and Wiles, however, are theological heavyweights who would
wontribute to a symposium which appeared under the title THE MYTH OF GOD INCARMATE
i 5%d=1977, which challenges the very coherency of the T;g&ifne of Incarnationr\

itnalf,

On Monday, January 23, 1978, the television programme MAN ALIVE drew it
vooontion to the emerging g9ay consciousness within the church, andjzglt as a

"\
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worshipping community gays have been forced to an underground existence,
because the organized church has been unable or unwilling to come to grips
with the developing theclogical resources being made available to them...
let alone confronting gays as living, flesh-and-blood people.

Host Roy Bonisteel put the matter concisely: ™ When it comes to genuine

love and compassion for the Christian homosexual, the church has been in
the closet far too long."

But there is little evidence of change. By 1979, the bishops of the
Anglican church approved in principle ordination of gay priests and the
retention of priestly orders for those 3lready within, provided a vow of
celibacy was incurred or maintained. Within the Roman Catholic tradition,
there appears to be no altering of the church's official position on
homosexuality under the tenure of the present pope.

The United Church of Canada has yet to render a judgement, but is expected
to do so at the General Council which meets in Halifax in August, 1980,

It is presently uncertain what this decision will be; a recent issue of the
United Church OBSERVER admonished gays not to press for ordination at the
present time.

1 have already made my decision, both as 2 clergyman and as 2 caring
human being.

My understanding of Christianity is to identify with the oppressed, the
poor, and the suffering, not simply in an academic but a physical sense.
Thus I will continue to worship with the Sparrows.

And, as a heterosexual, I make the Judgement that I worship as an equal
~==-not as a superior.

Perhaps the organized church may one day allow heterosexuals and homosexuals
to worship together. Until that time, there is another church.

The underground church.

Lesbian and Gay Rights Association,
produced by Gay Information and Resources
Calgary. Suvite 319,223 . 12 Avenue S.W.:

-] Calgary, AB. I&tgiling ‘Address: Box 2715,
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A book ministry has been established and anyone who wishes to
purchase religious literature. may do so through Sparrow. Any monies re-
ceived will go to Sparrow Gay Christians of Atlantic Canada. Such monies
will be used for sponsoring conferences, enable us to bring in speakers
to our meetings, form outreach programs to try to contact those who are
by themselves unable to meet other members of the gay community.

Sparrow plans to send a delegation to Toronto in May to attent the
National Divinity Conference. We are in the planning stages to raise funds
for our trip. One of our plans calls for a mini cabaret type evening in
April and May. We are sure you will enjoy it. Details are not being
finalized and will be made known shortly.

._.._._--_-.—...__.__-_------—...___—_-_—--_-....__—_—-.._-—_-._,-____._—---___.._._----_—_.

Sparrow plans to hold a coffee house at the Turret the first Sunday
in March. The recason for the coffee house is to permit all the gay community
who are under age, and cannot attent regular Turret functions, an opportunity

to meet with others for discussion and conversation. We hope that this is a
success

Sparrow will hold its regular meeting prior to the coffee house, at
the Unitarian Church on Inglis St.

We plan to make the coffee house a regular event, being held every
second Sunday evening from 9 to 12.

The schedule for the coffee house is as follows:
March 2:=-=9-12: March 16:--=9-12: March 30:~-9-12

April 13:--8:30-12 Soup and Snack Night with Entertainment
Admission $1.50
April 27:=--9-12

During the coffee house the usual Turret prices will be in
effect for coffee, beverages, chips, bars, etc.

With the coming of Easter, why not remember that someone special,
or even someone not SO special, with a gift from Avon. Avon has an excell-
ent range of men's and ladies' cosmetics, jewelery, and skin care products.
Put on a fresh appearance this Spring, with Avon.

If you wigh to buy any of the fine quality products manufactured
by Avon, call Joyce Northrup at 443-7544.

. - - O —_—

FINANCIAL REPORT YEAR ENDING DEC. 31, 1979

Newsletter Account: Deposits . - < ¢ « o« « ¢ « o o « « « $43.01
Withdrawals: < v 5 % 6 % 5 o 2 @ % g.OI

Balance 35.00

General Account: DEposit v & 0 & 5 £ 504 v « o = i 129553
Withdrawals . . v « o o o o o o o o« 117.33

Balance 12.00

Sparrow Account: DEDOEIN - o oo w e = jeeln My & 65 S & 47.10
Withdrawal" .. . @ o e = wle e & %6 47.10

(This account has been closed) Balance -0
Sparrow Fund: DEROSIE .o o wy o w2 me @ wn & 50 @ W2 X -0~
Withdrawal - - - - - - - - - - - - "0-

Balance ~0-
Deposit Pending: Ganeral « & it @ 4F B 5 8 B e . cer w 15.00
Witlldrawal - . e e - - - - e “ ° - "'O"
15.00

TOTAL ASSETS: . . . . . . . $62.00

In order to keep bank records , etc. straight, and more easier to handle,
I will close out the Newsletter account and put all funds into one account.
I shall, of course, maintain:separate account records for each account.

By Emerald Gibson //
1)

TREASURER AND
CHAIR PERSON
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Atlantic Gay Conference

by Glenn Walton

“Building a Community
Spirit: Atlantic Gay and Les.
bian Conferenco, November
9-11."" This hannless locking
notice appearcd recently on
noticeboards throughout the
province, Many were ripped
down (including at Dal) by
upset (and presumably
heterosexual) individuals.
Some of these seli-appointed
oifencers of freedom of ex-
pression felt moved to scrib-
ble retaliatory messages to
the conference. One of them
read “Christ has condemned
and destroyed your kind. Read
your Bibie, scum of the Earth,
molesters ol innccent child-
ren—agents of Satan, cursed
by God and damned {orever,”
Clyde Richardson of the Gay
Alliance “for Equality opened
last weekend’'s Conference by
letting this notice sail:
through the air and onto the
floor, where it belonged.
Religion? Well, the Gae has
plenty of that, and fols more.
Consider;

The GAE, a non-prolit or-

headquarters al Lhe Turret on
Barrington St. at present
counts a 1,000 plus member-
ship and provides a wide varie-
ty of services 1o local gays:
reqular religious and po.tical
meetings, a civil rights com-
mittee, films, dinners, a phone
line (429-4294) and vyes, a
disco, recently outfitted with a
new light show that had its
spectacular debut during the
final act of Sunday's
conference closing  Cabaret.
The place, if the feeling
gencrated at the three day
conference is any indication,
is thriving.

It wasn't easy in the begin-
ning. The organization's
founding in 1972 was plagued
by ftinancial, organizational
and legal difficulties, and the
GAE was ‘onice’ for a year un-
il Hobin Metcalfe and a few
others revived it in 1975. it has

grown because il fills a real

need for gays in the city and

- throughout the Atlantic oro-

vinces to meet and develop a
sense of beionging to'a com-
munitly, a sense often dented

world, If the problems from
outside weren't enough, there
vas dissenlion in tr  ranks,
“We spent 2 hours debating
on what colors the tiles in the
men's washroom should be"
Hichardson related. Well, it's
the only home they've got.

All is not rosy for Halitax
gays, despite the GAE's suc-
cess. There is talk about mov-
ing from its present location
because of lease problems,
and there 1S occasional
harassment from the com-
munity. Recently there was a
bomb threat on the Turret, and
crank calls are regular fare on
thi Gayline, A recent fire in
the stairweli may have been
the work of arsonists: at the
time of the blaze there were
over 100 people at the club,
who trooped down the fire-
escape onto the street, while
the fire was doused. Ex-
hibiting a dauntiess non-
chalance in the face of what,
after all, may very weil have
been a mini-holocaust, the
days were back on the dance.-
floor in hati an hour, boogying

Burning.

More serious are the
periodic atlacks on gays at the
nearby cruising area, the
Triangle, which have resulled
in near deaths in the past. As
the police aren’l cooperative,
thaere is reiuctant talk about
organizing a rescue squad.
“"We've gol members who
aren't to- be fooled with” a
spokesman says, "and those
queer bashers aren’t geoing 10
savor the sight of a gang of
irate faggotls and dykes
descending on them, Usually,
though, whenever a few of us
do get logether, they just run
away." ’

All of this seemed far away
at the weekend conference.
Its theme ‘Developing 2 Com-
munity Spirit’ was interpreted
as a chalienge o help other
groups get started up in the
Maritimes. Fredericton, New
Brunswick was well repre-
sented by several enthusiastic
organizers, and plans ¢
¢stiablish an  organizalion
there are well under way. "The
conference has been very

ganization operating out of  them by a hostile 'straight’ to Dolly Parton's disco hit  valuable to us™ one of them

said, and FLAGS (Fredericion
Lesbians and Gays) appears
ready to go. “We need mcore
women' he admitted, “other-

' wise we'll have to drop Lhe
‘L Some of the New
Brunswickers got a taste of
the volunteer work that the
GAE depends upon, serving
gamely as wailers during the
tumuituous show on Sunday
evening. “II's been a great
conierence!” was their ver-
dict.

— = Films and workshops, book
and craft sales rounded ou!
Ihe official part cf the con-
ference. On Sunday morning 2
representatives from the GAE,
including one former  ser-
viceperson, 1aid a wreath at
the Remembrance QOay
ceremonies, in honour of all
the gay service pecple who
died in Canada's wars. In
many ways it was a fitting
gesture, exhibiting the gay
community’s integration into
society. What it lacks is
recognition of that status, and
the Halitax Herald ignored the
gestureinits reporting.

—_— EO— ——r R
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HIGH NOON

[t's high noon in this desert ghost town,

The land lying shadowless beneath the sun's zenith,
In her upper room at the Russel Hotel,

Sits an old woman, silent in her motionless rocker,

der purse in lap, face turned toward the smashed window.

Jder gaze goes out over the flat, tarry roofs of the town,
Seyond these to the high monolith of Cathedral Butte,
Rising in stark relief against

The wide, azure blue of the desert horizon.

The old woman sees none of thi s,

Tace frozen in the rictus of death.

Jow came she to be left here,

Alone in this attic-hot upper room,

Aith it's speckled wardrobe mirror,

{ing James Bible on the night stand,

The china ewar and basin,

nce filled with fresh, cool water.

low a receptacle for windblown grit and cobwebs.

30 she is and so she shall remain for all time,
indifferent to the searing touch of mid~-day sun,

J)r the pale, chill caress of the desert night's moon,
Nith her canvas valise carefully packed and by her side,
ourse clasped protectively in mummified hands,

3he waits for a journey,

That shall never begin.

M EETI R G S
GAE CGENERAL MEETING H&X.
Wednesday 5 lMarch 7:30
Wednesday 19 laxch 7:30
FLAG (FREDERICTON)

Wednesday 27 February 7:30
FOR MORE IITFO CONTACT
FREIDERICTON GAYLINE
1,506,45,8130

-
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"READINGS FOR THE WEEK"

From the "Living Bible" readings for the next six weeks. Also, a
daily thought from each reading and a thought to begin each week with,
which will remain the same for the next six weeks.

First week: Saint John, Chapter 14: 1--6

“Let not your heart be troubled. You are
trusting God, now trust in me"

Second week: Saint John, Chapter 14: 6--12
"Jesus told him, "I am the Way-- ves, and the
Truth and the Life"

Third week: Saint John, Chapter 14: 12--22
"Yes, ask anything, using my name, and I will do it!"

Fourth week: Saint John, Chapter 14: 22-27
"I am leaving you with a gift--peace of mind and heart!"

Fifth week: Saint John, Chapter 14: 27-30
“So don't be troubled or afraid.”

Sixth week: Saint John, Chapter 15: 1--8
“Take care to live in me. and let me live in you."

Weekly reading, Saint John, Chapter 15: 9--14:

“I have loved you even as the Father loved me, Live with my love.
When you obey me, you are living in my love, just as I obey my
Father and live in his love. I have told you this so that you
will be filled with my joy. Yes, your cup of joy will overflow!
I demand that you love each other as much as I loved you. And
here is how to measure it--the greatest love is shown when a

person lays down his life for his friends; and you are my friends
if you obey me."

ALTERNATE BOOX STORE

IF YOU WANT ANY OF THE LATEST GAY MAGAZINES OR BOOKS, PLEASE
WRITE TO THE ALTERNATE BOOK STORE FOR AN UPDATED LIST (Please enclose
50¢ to cover mailing charge.) YOU CAN ALSO GET SUCH THINGS AS LOCKER
ROOM AND RUSH, AT $6.00 EACH, OR THE LATEST BODY POLITIC. Send along

your request to: Alternate Book Storey (o U 'R S Fridey
P.O. B 7 . .
it o Tuesday - Thursday 5:30-6:00p.m.
StiF}:on M ¢ s 006 200D, Mo 8:30-2:00a.m.
ARy (S, 8:30-11:00p.m, Saturday
BEST WISHES FOR THE NE 10:30-2:00a.m.
EW YEAR FROM THE ALTERNATE BOOK STORE
Sunday - Monday
CLOSED

SPARROW SENDS ITS CONGRATULATIONS TO FLAG OF FREDERICTON ON THE
FORMATION OF THEIR GROUP AND WE WISH THEM EVERY SUCCESS IN THE FUTUKE.
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ALSO SPARROW WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE UNIVERSALIST UNITARIAN CHURCH FOR
THE MEETING SPACE THEY PROVIDE US EVERY SUNDAY
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Sparrow is again accepting advertisements for its next issue of
the newsletter--the deadline is March 20th. Anyone with letters to the
editor, do not hesitate to send them alone to us. We ask for articles from
anyone who wishes to write them. Please enclose a donation of 50¢ to $1.00--
to cover cost of printing. Anything over and above this would be most

appreciated. Make your cheque, or money order payable to: Sparrow of
Atlantic Canada, and send it to:

Sparrow of Atlantic Canada
P.O. Box 3611, South
Halifax, N.S.

" " — . o St . o i e o — . — ——— . . — ———————— T ]— T . e o . . . . o . . . o .

Sparrow is a member of Dignity International, Canadian Division #1l1.

The comments expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those
of Sparrow, The Gay Alliance for Equality of Halifax, The Canadian Lesbian
Gay Coalition or Dignity International.



Reprinted from Dignity, Inc. Newsletter Vol 2, No. 1 January, 1980

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A HOMILY GIVEN BY
FR. TOM ODDQ ON THE OCCASION OF THE DIGNITY
CLLEBRATION OF THL CUCHARIST DURING TilC
NATIONAL MARCH ON WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 13- 14,
1979.

“Lord, in your strength you have guided us to your holy
dwelling, and you planted us here on your holy mountain,”

Tonight, brothers and sisters, we have indeed gathered
on the mountain of the Lord. Like branches pulted in from far
and wide we have come from dioceses and cities across the
U.S. to this vine of our political life. And we want 1o speak
loudly and proudly and effectively,

But tonight in a special way we are coming 1o the vine of
our spirituel life; we are remembering and reexpressing our
belief that strength and courage do come from our God, that if
we are Lo be successful at anything we must remain united 1§
that source, listening 10 its direct’ons, shaping our lives and
our responses in accord with what we hear, We've come here
to this Church as a DIGNITY family to express our recog-
nition that we need both God and each other, and that when
we gather in Christ's name He is in our communily 100,
Tchamenging us to Justice, fiifing us wih love and tourage,
shooling out the branches far and wide.

All of tonight's readings remind us of the necessary link
between us and God's love. | hear them telling us that we can
only be successful here in D.C. and oeyond because we've
been to the mountain-a mountain or a vine where we nourish
our spiritual core, where we reaffizm our vision and sharpen iL.

What is it that we sce and hear tonight while we are with
the Lord? What does God Say to us about this weekend and
aboul our lives that we absolutely need 10 hear?

First, we hear those remarkable words of consolation
through St Paul that there s 2bsolutely nothing that can
divide us from God's love—no ministers blocking a train in
Utzh, no homophobia, no frightened parent, not even the
scif-doubl and isolation we sometimes bring upon ourselves
because of our fear. We hear that God's love breaks through ail
of that.

Secondly, we hear the message that there is, indeed, a
home, a mountain where we belong, a place where justice and
freedom prevail. We hear 2bout a Kirngdom (or Queendom?) of
God that has already begun and that is being created by our
very efforts. 1t's 2 word that savs justis » comine—work f{or
W strugyle for it, march for it, pray for it. How much we need
10 hedr those words so that we can £o on!

Thirdly, there is a message that we need to remain
dttached (o the vine— which means doing things as Jesus
would do them. We need te ask and hear how Jesus would act
if He were in D, C. tonight. And He cer winly is! Undoubtediy
His way is one which fights vigorously for justice, but does so
lovingly,

And fourthly, we hear that we might have to experience
some pruning, sume reshaping of our lives. We are reminded
that at times being with the Lord and working for justice
involve suffering and struggle. Let’s look into our lives at the
ways we've been trimmed by the Lord--the "suffering and
loncliness that have sometimes been present, the isolation and
unfortunate seif-pity. Maybe because of these expericnces we
nave been foned for justice, more deeply emblazoned with
Gud's truth. “You have been cleansed already”, says the
Gospel. Wrat 4 fantastic assurance!

I'd like you 1o reflect tonight on what we as a DIGNITY
family can bring from this Church 1o the rest of the gay
community gathered for this march. Think for a moment
about what we're challenged by the Gosped o bring to them.

I think we're challenged to bring the very thing that
we're receiving tonight, the vision and the strength and the
direction that the vine gives us. This D. C. March needs to hear
s much from DIGNITY —that we can really be successful orly
because we've been 1o the mountain (as Martin Luther King
speke so powerfully in this city more than 2 decade ago). This
march needs o hear that we are all deeply loved by God, for
without that knowledge we might become vicious and destruc-
live, A fot of us have many good reasons for being angry -
anger at the acts of prejudice, discrimination, and hatred that
have been directed against the gay community; anger at the
distortions of the Gospel that so many use; anger at the
viciousness that masks itself as Christianity. All of the people
here in Washinglon need to hear from us the “love of enemics”
and the “doing of good to our persccutors™ that lie at the core
of Christ's vinc. There might be other ways of producing
change, but it scems clear to me that s is the way of Christ.
And we must courageously teach it to cothers and sisters
nere in D, C. who, in righteous anges vish other moves.,
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Maybe we can also tell them that, despite the claims of
the Jerry Falwells and the Anita Bryants, the Lord is indeed
on our side, that He/She has always been 2 God of liberation,
one who is pained when any person suffers bondage or
oppression, One who acts concretely for justice. Tonight ali of
us need to know that we are part of a1 the world strugpling

(along with our God) to feed the hungry, 1o enrich the poor,
to cut through racial and sexual prejudice. I'm suggesting that
the gay movement nceds to hear what we know -that under
God our cause is joined with so many cther strugeles, maybe
even more critical than ours {when you consider the starvation
in Cambodia, the threat of nuclear destruction, races and
cultures being systematically exterminated.) We are here
tenight because we know ALL of these 80 hand in hand. We
know that when one suffers oppression, uff are threatened, and
we are chalienged to fight thay oppression at all costs,

The promise of these readings is so very strong. "'if you
remain in me, if you live in that spirit, then you will bear
much fruit”. How dmazing that there is no doubt! The moves
temorrow and beyond cannot help but be God-blessed.

And 50 tonight we are again cementing our relationship
to the vine, reminding ourselves and every gay person in 0. C,
and across the world that the freedom we seek is rooted in the
Lord, And we will settle for nothing less. May our strength and
our courage always come from the Lord and bring much fruit,

TOM 0ODDO
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Anita Bryant Joins
‘TheDevil's Crowd’

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Internal Rev-
enue Service failed to investigate
possible tax violations by Anita Br-
yant Ministries. '

HOLYWOOD, FL. - The Anita Bryant Show
runs into financial difficulties be-

cause of "persecution from my enemies"
says Bryant. -

TULSA, OKLA. - S5CC clergymen reject
Bryant's “counselling homosexualg"
semipar.

FLORIDA - Anita Bryant Ministries
appeal for "gifts of love" to defeat
"militant homosexuyals".

CALIFORNIA - "Good Housekeeping" mag-
azine votes Bryant one of the most
admired women of 1979, bumping Queen
Elizabeth IX off the list.

CALIFORNIA - Anita Bryant will share
billing with the Village People on an
NBC-TV special, a group Bryant consid--
ers "alarming" and "the devil's crowd".

FLA. - "I don't hate homosexuals. But
as a mother, I must protect my children
from their evil influence."

Word also has it that Anita
the "Orange Juice Queen" has
gotten back her commercials,
and is in lthe process, or had
completed, by now, a three
hour documentaty on her cru-
sade against homosexuality.

What do you think??22?
(¢



NEWS & VIEWS

Pink Triangle Day was a success
according to the critics reviews.
It raised over a $1000,00 for Gay
Alliance for Equality of Halifax
Building Fund, for which the goal
has been set at $100,000, and now
brings the total to approximately
$6,000. The cabaret was such a
success and so well put together,
that it is going on tour. To
where, you ask? Fredericton,

New Brunswick! The show capital
of the Maritimes? Who knows—-—
this could be the start of the
"Affair" road and success, on route
to Broadway. - Thank you for a job
well done to the "Affair" cast and
staff.

To quote Have you heard? Vol. 2
No. 1l: To those hecklers: it is s0
easy for you to sit back and loudly
voice your opinions when you have
not participated, thanks for re-
affirming your positions in the
community.

Buttons commemorating PINK
TRIANGLE DAY in Halifax, were to
have been available by 14 February,
unfortunately due to the Federal
Election (the button business is
booming, so they say) our order
has been delayed. They will be on
sale as soon as they arrive."

To turn to the political scene
for a moment, the election of a
Liberal gevernment in Canada could
sppell trouble for the Gay movement.
During the Liberal's reigh in
power, up until May, 1979, there
was nuumerous amounts of raids on
private homes and gay businesses.
Meanwhile, the Progressive Con-
servative party was in power it
seemed that these raids decreased
a considerable amount. It looks
like the deerease will increase
again. In giving these views,
I don't feel that I should
support either the views of the
Conservative or Liberal parties.
I am a supporter of the only party
in Canada that has an open platform
on Gay rights. I feel the New
Demoeratic party is the best chance
for us to secureing a better life
for Gay people in Canada.

Well, I have a deadline to
meet and we must get this second

issue out. So, good luck and
may God bless.

GOOD NIGHT

Emerald Gibson
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Appeals can't be fought in the
courtroom without lawyers and

Jlawyers cost money. Make out a

cheque or post office money order
to Lynn King In Trust For The Body

Politic Free The Press Fund and:
“mail it to Cornish, King & Sachs,

Barristers and Solicitors, 111

_Richmond St. West, Suite 320,

Toronto, Ontar_io M5H 3N6.

|
|
l



