Swoon – Fine Art, Antiques & Fashion is like no other shop in Nova Scotia. This unique space located in a beautiful Victorian farmhouse, just outside of Halifax on the Hammonds Plains Road opened Oct.22, 2010. Owner and gallery director Brandt Eisner attributes the success of Swoon to a powerhouse of support from the local community and the gallery artists that he represents. “Swoon is a community affair, it’s not about me but about creating a space that embraces people whether they are artists or not”.  Brandt is no stranger to the art scene in Nova Scotia. After graduating from high school he opened Mum n Sun Garden Gallery in Chester Basin. Mum n Sun offered everything from art and antiques to bedding plants and landscaping services. “It was during this time that I really began working with other artist, showing their work in the gallery, currating and organizing shows at the Chester Train Station Gallery and working on the board for the South Shore Festival of the Arts. Unfortunately being so young and living in a small community began to take its toll. I closed the business after five years and moved to Lower Sackville. I spent a few years working in group homes but with much encouragement from friends I applied to NSCAD, I was accepted and spent five years there before graduating with a BFA Interdisciplinary”. After graduation Brandt was hired at Argyle Fine Art where he quickly became the Assistant Director. “I spent five years at Argyle but really felt like it was time to move on. I wasn’t sure what I wanted to do but after a lot of soul searching I realized that I was doing exactly what I wanted to, I just needed to do it for myself and in my own way. Being an artist myself you tend to look at the commercial art world in a totally different way. You have a better appreciation for what it is like to put your work out there in the hands of another person and trust that they will work in your best interest. I wanted to have a space that was very artist oriented, a place where I could really work with local artists to help build and develop their careers. The mandate at Swoon is to also work with the community. We have started organizing workshops and plan to have some outdoor events when it’s warmer that people can come and participate in rather than just see”. I asked Brandt how being a gay man influenced the way things are done at Swoon. “I don’t think that being gay necessarily influences how I do things as a business person any more than any other life experience. What it does affect is how I perceive the world and others. I came to the realization while at NSCAD that my work had a lot to do with the viewpoint of “the outsider”. Once I realized this I started to become more comfortable in that role and more sympathetic to others. It is not easy growing up gay in a small religious community; you are always the outsider looking in on what others perceive as living a “normal life”.  With time I came to realize that there are many people who live on the outside of society but for many different reasons.  Artists are just one of these groups and I feel that I have a wonderful opportunity to provide them with a space where they can feel free to be and do what comes naturally”.
Swoon – Fine Art, Antiques & Fashion is located at 1410 Hammonds Plains Road, NS. Also check out their website, www.swoonfineart.com , blog, www.swoonfineart@blogspot.com or Facebook. Swoon’s Winter/Spring hours are Monday – Friday 12-6 and Saturday 10-6. Phone – 444-8279.
